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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 

Voters Meeting re: Election of Officers* 
Sunday, December 12, 2021 

11:15am in the Fellowship Hall 

*Only full members are eligible to vote 
 Please check-in when you enter the Fellowship Hall 

(before the meeting starts) 

 

 

 

 

 

AS WE GATHER 
Preparing for Christmas, we buy presents, attend social gatherings, decorate, make 
plans to gather with family, and some will brace for the pain of grief that can be so 
difficult this time of year. In the middle of all our preparing, today the voice of John 
the Baptist rings out, “Prepare the way of the Lord.” Undergirding all the preparing 
we are doing is preparing for the Lord. John calls us to “bear fruits in keeping with 
repentance.” In worship, we do just that. We repent. We turn again to God, seeking 
His mercy, receiving His forgiveness, partaking of His grace. This leads to bearing 
the fruit of the Spirit. John highlights the fruit of generosity and contentment. What 
fruit is God calling you to bear as you prepare for Christmas? 

PRELUDE 

OPENING HYMN 
“Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding” LSB 345, Verses 1-5 
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INVOCATION 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

 
OPENING SENTENCES     Malachi 3:1, 6; Luke 3:4; Philippians 1:6, adapt. 

 
Pastor: The LORD says, “Prepare the way of the Lord.” 
People: We thank You, O Lord! 

Pastor: The LORD says, “The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, 
behold, He is coming.” 

People: We adore You, O Lord! 

Pastor: The LORD says, “I the LORD do not change; therefore you are not 
consumed.” 

People: We praise You, O Lord! 

Pastor: The LORD who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at 
the day of Jesus Christ. 

People: We worship You, O Lord! 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 
Two Advent candles are lit. 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

 O Lord, let the lighting of these candles signify that You are the light 
that shines in all the darkness of our lives. As we wait, watch, hope, and 
pray, guide us all to reflect Your light and let it shine; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 25:6–7 

 
Pastor: Having emerged from the waters of Baptism as God’s new creation 

in Christ, we confess our sins to God and one another.  We confess 
to You, O Lord, that we are captive to sin in thought, word, and deed. 
We have not borne fruit worthy of repentance. We have sinned 
against You and our neighbors. 

People: Remember Your mercy, O LORD, and Your steadfast love, for 
they have been from of old. 

Pastor: Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 
People: according to Your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of 

Your goodness, O LORD! 
 

Kyrie for the Four Sundays in Advent (vs. 2) 
(Sung to the tune of O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, LSB 357) 

Forgive us, Lord, for times when peace was lost, 
And moments when we never thought to love, 

For times when we oppress and offend 
And fight for things that kill us in the end. 

Forgive, forgive, forgive us all our sins 
And help us be in peace with all our kin. 

Text: Copyright © 2015 Stephen M. Fearing. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 

His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 
of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
“Arise, O Christian People” LSB 354, Verses 1-4 
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SALUTATION 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

 Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-
begotten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You 
with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

People: Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING 
Malachi 3:1-7b 

 
1 “Behold, I send my messenger and 
he will prepare the way before me. 
And the Lord whom you seek will 
suddenly come to his temple; and the 
messenger of the covenant in whom 
you delight, behold, he is coming, 
says the LORD of hosts. 2 But who 
can endure the day of his coming, and 
who can stand when he appears? For 
he is like a refiner’s fire and like 
fullers’ soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner 
and purifier of silver, and he will purify 
the sons of Levi and refine them like 
gold and silver, and they will bring 
offerings in righteousness to the 
LORD. 4 Then the offering of Judah 
and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the 
LORD as in the days of old and as in 

former years. 5 “Then I will draw near 
to you for judgment. I will be a swift 
witness against the sorcerers, against 
the adulterers, against those who 
swear falsely, against those who 
oppress the hired worker in his 
wages, the widow and the fatherless, 
against those who thrust aside the 
sojourner, and do not fear me, says 
the LORD of hosts. 6 “For I the LORD 
do not change; therefore you, O 
children of Jacob, are not consumed. 
7 From the days of your fathers you 
have turned aside from my statutes 
and have not kept them. Return to 
me, and I will return to you, says the 
LORD of hosts. But you say, ‘How 
shall we return?’  

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE 
Philippians 1:2–11 

 

2 Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3 
I thank my God in all my remembrance 
of you, 4 always in every prayer of mine 
for you all making my prayer with joy, 
5 because of your partnership in the 
gospel from the first day until now. 
6 And I am sure of this, that he who 
began a good work in you will bring it 
to completion at the day of Jesus 

Christ. 7 It is right for me to feel this way 
about you all, because I hold you in my 
heart, for you are all partakers with me 
of grace, both in my imprisonment and 
in the defense and confirmation of the 
gospel. 8 For God is my witness, how I 
yearn for you all with the affection of 
Christ Jesus. 9 And it is my prayer that 
your love may abound more and more, 
with knowledge and all discernment, 
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10 so that you may approve what is 
excellent, and so be pure and 
blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled 

with the fruit of righteousness that 
comes through Jesus Christ, to the 
glory and praise of God. 

Pastor: This is the Word of our Lord 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

♪♫♬♩♪♫♬♩ Advent Christmas Heavenly Chimes  

 
HOLY GOSPEL 

Luke 3:1-14 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter, verses 1-14 
People: Glory to You, O Lord 
 

1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of 
Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being 
governor of Judea, and Herod being 
tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother 
Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea 
and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch 
of Abilene, 2 during the high priesthood 
of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of 
God came to John the son of Zechariah 
in the wilderness. 3 And he went into 
all the region around the Jordan, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins. 4 As it is 
written in the book of the words of 
Isaiah the prophet, “The voice of one 
crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the 
way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight. 5 Every valley shall be filled, 
and every mountain and hill shall be 
made low, and the crooked shall 
become straight, and the rough places 

shall become level ways, 6 and all flesh 
shall see the salvation of God.’” 7 He 
said therefore to the crowds that came 
out to be baptized by him, “You brood 
of vipers! Who warned you to flee from 
the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruits in 
keeping with repentance. And do not 
begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, 
God is able from these stones to raise 
up children for Abraham. 9 Even now 
the axe is laid to the root of the trees. 
Every tree therefore that does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown into 
the fire.” 10 And the crowds asked him, 
“What then shall we do?” 11 And he 
answered them, “Whoever has two 
tunics is to share with him who has 
none, and whoever has food is to do 
likewise.” 12 Tax collectors also came 
to be baptized and said to him, 
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“Teacher, what shall we do?” 13 And 
he said to them, “Collect no more than 
you are authorized to do.” 14 Soldiers 
also asked him, “And we, what shall we 

do?” And he said to them, “Do not 
extort money from anyone by threats or 
by false accusation, and be content 
with your wages.” 

 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of our Lord 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY  
“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” LSB 344, Verses 1-5

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public domain 

 

SERMON 
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CREED:  Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, 
 the Father Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth 
 and of all things visible and invisible.  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end.  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor: As we prepare our hearts and minds for Christ’s coming, we turn to 

the Lord in prayer.  O Wisdom from on high, guide Your Church 
throughout the world to repent—to turn each day to You, confessing 
our sins and being restored by You to bear the fruit of the Spirit. Move 
the leaders, pastors, teachers, and all the people of our Synod to 
bear fruits in keeping with repentance. We pray, 

People: hear us, coming Lord. 

Pastor: O Desire of nations, bless the leaders of nations, our president and 
Congress, our governors and local leaders. Move all leaders to 
cease envy and boastfulness, injustice and corruption. Guide our 
leaders to be honorable people who do not neglect the poor and who 
strive toward the flourishing of all human beings. Bless those who 
serve in our armed forces and lift up refugees and all victims of war. 
Bring peace between us and our enemies and let Your peace reign 
over this broken world. We pray, 

People: hear us, coming Lord. 

Pastor: O Dayspring from on high, come to the aid of all who are in need. As 
You humbly entered this world as a vulnerable baby, help all of us to 
enter humbly the lives of those who are sick, facing surgery, or dying, 
to offer comfort and hope. Bring healing according to Your will and 
peace to those whose suffering endures. Thank You for the work of 
doctors, nurses, and other medical professionals who work toward 
healing and restoration of wholeness. Guide scientists searching for 
cures for diseases that bring suffering to the world that their work 
might lead to healing for many. We pray, 

People: hear us, coming Lord. 

Pastor: O Key of David, let Your joy, forgiveness, and peace flow freely in 
and among the families of this congregation. Empower parents and 
grandparents to love their children and children to love their parents. 
Watch over all who travel and comfort families who are separated by 
many miles. Guide families to be places where Your love is 
demonstrated to strangers as well as to friends. We pray, 

People: hear us, coming Lord. 
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Pastor: O Lord of might, empower us to hear the words of John the Baptist 
afresh today. Lead us to repent of those things that hinder our trust 
in You and fill us by the Holy Spirit to bear much fruit. We pray, 

People: hear us, coming Lord. 

Pastor: O Immanuel, You deliver Your people even from the grip of death. 
Comfort those who mourn and use us to express the hope that 
comes from trusting in You. Bring us to be with them on that great 
day to come, and until that day give us grace to endure life’s 
difficulties, while also abiding in Your love. We pray, 

People: hear us, coming Lord. 

Pastor: You, O Lord, know the thoughts of our hearts and hear those prayers 
that come to You in sighs too deep for words. All our prayer we 
entrust to You in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 
OFFERING 

OFFERTORY  Star of Wonder Heavenly Chimes 

  SACRAMENT  

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 
PROPER PREFACE 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose coming John the Baptist 
proclaimed in the wilderness and by whose death and resurrection 
calls us to repent, turning again and again to the font of His mercy, 
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so that our lives bear fruit worthy of repentance. Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS “Holy, Holy, Holy” LSB 195  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; 

 Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 
and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do 
in remembrance of Me.” 
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In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 
is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of Me.” 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

AGNUS DEI “Lamb of God” LSB 198 
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DISTRIBUTION 
 
 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

 Thank You, Lord, for this gift of Christ’s body and blood. Prepare our 
hearts by this great gift to love You and to serve our neighbor; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 
 
BENEDICTION  Philippians 1:6; Numbers 6:24–26 

 
Pastor: He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the 

day of Jesus Christ. 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
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THANK YOU! 
Thank you for your generosity throughout this past year 

and throughout the pandemic. It is because of your faithfulness 
that we have been able to continue to minister to this congregation                                                                                                                          

and to our community. 

The 2022 offering envelopes are now available 
at the back of the church in the narthex.   

 
Remember to pick yours up before leaving today! 

CLOSING HYMN 
“Once He Came in Blessing” LSB 333, Verses 1-3 

 

 

 

 
 

© 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010299. 

Public domain 
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For with you is the fountain of life; 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 in your light we see light.  Psalm 36:9 
 

Fountain of Life Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod 
15630 N. Del Webb Boulevard 

Sun City, AZ 85351 
Phone: (623) 933-8246 

Website:  www.suncitylutheran.org 

Pastor:  Thomas R. Daly 
Cell: (480) 522-0777 

Email:  pastor@suncitylutheran.org 
Office Email:  execsecretary@suncitylutheran.org 

Service Times 
Sunday Worship 10:00 am 

Bible Study 11:15 am 

Advent Services 
December 1, 8 and 15 at 4:00p 

Christmas Eve Services 
December 24 at 2:00p and 4:00p 

 

Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday (9am-2pm) 

**Closed Friday** 
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